>HOULD RECYCLE

“l am I, plus my surroundings, if 4do not
preserve the latter, | do not preserve

myself,”
Jose Ortega, $panish Philosopher
*444¢

The Recycling Education Park is designed
to show what a person can do to make
their city a better place to live. Recycling

not only protects the environment, it also:
e Creates jobs

e Uses fewer natural resources to pro-

duce a new product
e Reduces landfill space needs
e Improves air quality

e Recycled materials are becorming a

worldwide source of alternate fuel

¢ Saves trees and other natural resources

Children love to know that they are

making a difference. The Park allows
them to be involved early on. The Park
tour is a fascinating experience for
children; it creates an interest in the

recycling process.

A Field Trip experience includes these

stages:

1. Tour the drive thru recycling center
2, Tour the Compost Demonstration Site
3, Visit the mulch site

4. Tour the eleven (11) Education Stations
in the Park

The Park has a pavilion, picnic tables, and
o barbeque wunit. It also has “kid" tic-tac-
toe, volley ball, Nine Around “Frisbee” golf,

and hopscotch.

Learning the importance of recycling and
conservation provides children with the
tools to become good citizens and stewards
of the Earth.

THE GOLDEN RULE

“Reduce—Reuse—Recycle”

On average, 80% of a school’s trash can be

recycled, and half of that is paper.

Each day, at home and at work, each of us
produces 4.5 pounds of waste. When you recyde
something, you give it a second life as an entirely

new product.

A plastic milk jug can be recycled aspart of a

picnic table.

A cereal box can be used to make a newspaper.
A newspaper can be used to make a diaper.

A water bottle can become a “Frisbee”.

Yard waste— grass clippings, plants, and twigs, is
ground up and made into mulch for use in the
garden.

Food scraps—can be combined with yard waste

and composted to make humus, a valuable

garden product.




There's Gold in
Your Garbage

This black gold is called “compost”. Compost is
made when bacteria and fungus organisms
break down kitchen, lawn and garden wastes.
Compost is a crumbly humus, an excellent soil

conditioner.

Compost can be made in the backyard using
methods that include forming a simple pile, a
trash can with holes in it, a wire mesh circle, or
any number of manufactured bins and

tumblers.

Basic compost is made from nitrogen producing
materials such as grass clippings, leaves,
sawdust and small tree branches. These wastes
are combined in a stack with kitchen wastes

such as coffee grounds and egg shells.

Waste Management Corp. uses methane gas extracted
from the Two Pines Landfill in Jacksonville, Arkansas to
produce enough electricity to supply 4500 homes.

Recycled materials are now America's largest export by
volume. Countries such as China use our trash to produce

cheap energy.

Recycling
Timeline

500 B.C.—Athens established the first city
dump.

1690—first paper recycling mill opened in
Philadelphia.

1897—first recycling center established in New
York.

1900—US cities used “piggeries” where pigs ate
household garbage.

1974—first curbside recycling program started

in Missouri.

1992—first drive thru recycling center in

Arkansas is opened in Jacksonville.

2008—Moviegoers slurp jumbo sodas and
munch bucketfuls of popcorn while watching

Wall-E, a movie about a trash compactor.

The Recycling Education Park is co-sponsored
by the Jacksonville Public Works Department
and Keep Jacksonville Beautiful.

arFuate J

KEEP
AMERICA
BEAUTIFUL

The Recycling
Education Par

A unique environmental education

experience for all ages

To schedule a field trip call:

501 982-0686



