


















































CITY OF JACKSONVILLE
REGULARLY CITY COUNCIL MEETING
APRIL 15, 2021

6:00 P.M. - 7:32 P.M.

many things; its bicycle trails, walking trails, parks and its restaurants
and things to do. Quality of life is a huge part of economic development and
growth.

Council Member Bolden stated that quality of life is so important because it
helps your psyche, especially with all the stress that is going on with the
pandemic.

Mayor Johnson stated that we are trying to do things in the City to improve
quality of 1life that you don’t have to take money out of your pocket to go
do. He stated that to him that is a quality of life issue itself that you do
not have to pay to do it. He related that they want to expand the pond at
the Shooting Range and build a pavilion out there. More fishing derbies and
that sort of thing, when Game and Fish reopens, adding that we are allowed to
restock Dupree Park now.

Council Member Rains noted that quality of life is a big discussion point for
the Environmental Committee.

Mayor Johnson stated that he mentioned that when Rex Nelson came and spoke to
the Chamber of Commerce, he had said that there are three things that are
important to the city; Quality healthcare, now we are getting Unity in our
quality healthcare; Good Education, we moving up in education, we have new
schools and Quality of Life Issues. So those are the three qualities of a
good healthy city and that will help your recruitment of businesses and
industries to town.

Council Member Blevins asked regarding quality of life, what would we need to
do to contact Habitat for Humanity to get them more involved with
Jacksonville? He stated that he had contacted them and after listening
today, it seems like there are probably people who need them more than ever.

Mayor Johnson replied that he has talked to them about them building some
houses in Jacksonville, and they said that if I could find them a piece of
land and get it donated to them that they would be happy to do that. He
related that he toured their subdivision in Levy, where they built houses and
sold them for 0% interest. He noted that we had a plan worked out with them
until COVID hit, to come out and work in Sunnyside. They were going to
provide the labor and the Air Force has agreed to provide labor and CDBG was
going to provide the materials. We are golng to help some of the houses that
need porches, and kitchens redone. They have everything except roofers and
electricians. He stated that was implied before COVID, adding that he hopes
we get back to it before too long.

Council Member Rains asked if there 1is anything that any member of the
Council can do to help facilitate that and move that along?

Mayor Johnson stated that he feels it is just letting COVID get over with so
they will get their people out here to do it. He stated that he talks to them
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about once a month. He noted that they also have a rehome store and Brad said
they would bring stuff from there. He stated that it is important to them,
not to just build houses, but helping people with their houses that they are
either unable to do themselves or can not afford to do for themselves. He
stated that actually Ms. Billie Ann Myers is who brought that to him.

ADJOURNMENT: Without objection, Mayor Johnson adjourned the meeting at
approximately 7:32 p.m. MOTION CARRIED.

Respectfully,

Susan L. Davitt MAYOR BOB JOHNSON
City Clerk-Treasurer
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