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PURPOSET

To outline methods of handling contacts with jurcniles. To respect family autonomy

and

minimize coercive state intervention, officen dealing with jureniles are encouraged to use the least coercive
among reasonab[e altematives, consistent with presewing public safety, order and individual liberty.
POLICYT The police role in jurcnile justice should be responsirc to community needs. Department
employees should function in both an enforcement and prevention capacity, emphasizing neither role at
the expense of the other. The highest priority is the best interest of the youth, providing however that the
safety of the community is not endangered. Police contacts with young people require the exercise of tact'
understanding, and adherence with legal principles.

DEFINITIONS:
t.

MINOR A person

under the age ofeighteen (18) years.

It.

ADULT: A person

eighteen (18) years of age or older.

llt.

ABUSED MINOR' Any minor under eighteen (18) years of age whose parents or immediate
family member, person responsible for the minor's welfare, person who is in the same family or
household as a minor, indMdual residing in tlte same home as the minor, or a paramour of the
minor's parent:
1. Inflics, causes to be inflicted, or allows to be inflicted upon such minor physical injury, by
other than accidental means, which causes death, disfigurement, impairment of phlsical or
emotional health, or loss or impairment of bodily functions.
2. Creates a substantial risk of phpical injury to such minor by other than accidental means that
would be likely to cause death, phpical disfigurement impairment of emotional health, or los
or impairment of anybodily function.
3. Commis or allows to be commined any sex offense against such minor, as such sex offenses
are deffned in State law, and extending those definitions of sex offenses to include minors

4.
5.
6.
tv.

under eighteen (18) years ofage.
Commis or allows to be committed an act or acts of tomrre upon such minor.
lnflicts excessive corporal punishment.
Whose environment is injurious to his welfate.

DELINQUENT MINOR Any minor who prior to his eighteenth (18d) birthday has violated or
attempted to violate, regardless of where the act occurred, any federal, state, or municipal law or
ordinance.

DETENTION OF MINORS, Except for minors accused of violations of an order of the court, any
minor accused of any act under Federal law, State law or a municipal ordinance that would not be
illegal if commined by an adult, cannot be placed in a holding facility, municipal lockup, detention
center or secure correctional facility.

VI

NEGLECTED MINOR: Any minor under Eighteen (18) years of age who is not receiving the
proper or necessary support, education as required by law, medical or other remedial care recognized
under State law as necessary for a minor's well-being, including adequate food, clothing
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and shelter, who is abandoned by his parents or other person resporuible for the minor's welfare,
except that a minor will not be considered neglected for the sole reason that the minor's parent or
other person responsible for the minor's welfare has left the minor in the care of an adult relative
or responsible individual for any period of time; or
1. Any minor under eighteen (18) years of age whose environment is injurious to his or her
welfare; or

2.
3.

vll.

Any newbom infant whose blood or urine contains any amount of a controlled substance.
Any minor whose parent or other person responsible for the minor's welfare leaves the minor
without supewision for an unreasonable period of time without regard for the mental or
phlsical health, safety, or welfare of that minor.

DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES (DHS), The DHS Division of Children and Family
with primary social sewice responsibility in all cases of ph1'sical abuse
younger
than eighteen (18) years of age and sex crime cases involving offenders
where the victim is
younger tlnn ten (10). In tlese cases the Department of Human Services will assess the sifllation
and take appropriate measures to provide for the immediate safety of the child. DHS is responsible
for determining if the juvenile maybe retumed home or placed in appropriate custody.
Services is the state agency

VIIl

ARKANSAS STATE POLICE CzuMES AGAINST CHILDREN DIVISION (CACD), ThiS
division of the State Police receives and processes reports ofchild maltreatment. CACD is responsible
for sex crimes involving offenders age ten (10) and older and all physical abuse cases with injury
to the head or death cases. The center is staffed by a team of specially trained personnel and will
launch an investigation of the repofts that meet the criteria of state and federal statutes.

IX.

PUTASKI COLINTY IL.IVENILE COURT: Located at the Pulaski County Juvenile Justice Center,
where all Pulaski County juvenile cases are processed and nied. A detention facility located at the
Pulaski County Juvenile ]ustice C.enter is used to house juvenile offenders who are charged on the
juvenile docket.

PROCEDUREI

I.

PROCEDUDURES/ADMINISTRATION

A
B.

All employees of the Jacksonville Police Department are committed to participation and support
of the juvenile operations of the Department.
The Criminal Investigations Division (CID) and the School Resource Unit are responsible for
the iruestigation of offenses commifted against juveniles (including family offenses), offerxes
committed in public schools, or child care facilities in which a juvenile is a suspect or a victim,
juvenile runaways, and missing persons.

II.

DEL1NQUENTMINOR

A

W'hen involved with juveniles, offfcers must remember that the same degree of probable cause
is necessary to arrest a juvenile, and the same degree of proof is required to convict a juvenile as
is necessary to arrest and convict an adult. (10.02)
B. An officer may take a juvenile into custody if there is probable cause to believe the juvenile has
committed a status offense (i.e. runaway, mrancy, etc.) The parent should be advised to contact
the Juvenile Justice Center in reference to filing a FINS (Family In Need of Sewices) petition. If
a parent cannot be contacted, alternate arrangemens such as placement with the Department
of Child and Family Sewices (DCFS) or Consolidated Youth Services should be made. A FINS
petition is also a course of action arailable if a child under ten ( 1 0) violates the law.
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C. Vhen an officer
D.

E.

F.

G.

H.

i.

detains a juvenile on a minor violation, the officer may determine that an
arrest is not necessary and he may escort the juwnile home, explaining to the juvenile's parents
or guardian the nature of the police contact.
When taking a juvenile into custody for an alleged criminal act, the julenile will be advised of
his or her constiRltional rights, specifically the Minnda warnings, in such a way as to ensure
that the juvenile is able to understand them. The constitutional righs of the minor will be
protected at all times in accordance to law. (10.02)
Immediately make a reasonable anempt to notify the parent, or other legally responsible
person, that the ju'uenile has been taken into custody and where he is being held.
A detective may be notified upon the anest of a iuvenile for any of the following'

1. Homicide;
2. Criminal sexual assault;
3. Robbery;
4. A€crar"ated banery;
5. Burglary;
6. Felony theft;
7. Auto theft;
8. Arson;
9. Forgery and/or

10. Any other felony sex or drug charge.
The Juvenile Inake Offrcer should be contacted as soon as practical and will determine if the
juvenile is eligible to be released or be detained. (10.03)
Juveniles requiring medical attention or under the influence of drugs or alcohol should be
treated at a hospital prior to transporting to the Juvenile Justice Center.
Jureniles arrested and taken into custody for violent misdemeanors or felonies will be
photographed.

l.
K.

L.

Jureniles arrested and taken into custody for a crime that would be classified as a Class Y, A or
B felony, if committed by an adult, will be photographed and fingerprinted.
When searching juveniles, ofiicers will follow all guidelines as stated in JPD Policy 1G9' Stop,
Search, and Arrest of Persons.
When tansporting juveniles to a holding or detention facility, officers will follow all guidelines
as sated in policies 1O19: Transporting Arested Persons and 163: Mobile Video/Audio
Recording Equipment.
should not be handcuffed to a stationary obiect, placed in a locked room, or placed in
a detention room, locked or unlocked, in the police facility, unless the offfcer has determined
that the minor should be detained in custody.
Whenever it becomes necessary to obain other forms of identiffcation ftom a juvenile (i.e.,
hair, blood, urine, handwriting samples, etc.), the rights and procedures mandated for adult
offenden must be observed. Officers must consider the following:
1. ]ureniles cannot alwap girc legal consent for evidence collection procedures.

M. Jwtniles

N.

2. A ralid court order or warrant must first be obtained if the officer

is unable to get

O.

voluntary consent from a parent or guardian.
3. Consent must be written and maintained in the case fiie.
4. If there is doubt or confirsion, contact the Prosecutors office for advice before taking
action.
The collection, dissemination and retention of fingerprins, photographs, and other forms of

P.

identification pertaining to juveniles will be the responsibility of the Criminal lrutstigation
Division Commander.
The detention of juveniles will be handled in the following manner, ( 10.02)
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1.

]uveniles may be placed into a holding room if no aduls are in the facility. If an adult
prisoner is in any of the holding rooms, the juvenile will be placed in a separate secure
trea-

2.
3.
4.

Juveniles detained will be separated by sex.
No juvenile should be deained in the Department for more than six (6) hours.
The period of detention will begin once the juvenile is handcuffed to a stationary object,
placed in a locked room, or placed in a detention room, locked or unlocked, in the police

facility.
Any juvenile confined will be under periodic supewision, checked every fifteen (15) minutes
and will not be permifted to come into contact with adults who are in custody.
6. No juvenile under the age of ten (10) may be detained in the police facility.
7. If any juvenile is placed into confinement, the proper information will be placed into the
juvenile lockup book.
Of6cen will not disclose the identity of any juvenile in releasing information to the general
public as to the arrest, investigation, or disposition of any case involving a juvenile. All
requests for information concerning juveniles will conform to State law.

5.

Q.

III.

INTERROGATIONSOF]UVENILES(7.07)

A

Officen must comply with the following when interrogating ju!,eniles who are in custody.
1. Inform juvenile of his Miranda rights in simple terms he will understand and insure that
he fteely, voluntarily, and intelligently waires the right to counsel.
2. The parent, guardian, custodian or counsel, if present, must agree with the juvenile's
decision to waive the right to counsel.
3. Interrogations, with no more than two (2) offrcen present, should not be unreasonable in

4.
5.

length.
The juvenile will be allowed to talk with his or her legal counsel.
The type of crime commifted and the age and menal state

of the juvenile should

be

considered.

6. The officer interrogating the juvenile

must explain the procedues governing the

interrogation process.

7.

If the juvenile shows signs ofduress or fatigue, terminate the interrogation.
is under Department of Human Services (DHS) supewision, no interrogation

B. If the juvenile

will be conducted.

C. A reasonable

1V.

attempt will be made to contact a parent or guardian prior to interrogation.

ABUSED, DEPENDENT AND NEGLECTED JWENILES (13.20)

A

B.
C.
D.

Offrcen may place into protectile custdy a juvenile whom the officer with reasonable cause
believes to be neglected, abused or dependent, as defined, or who has been adjudged a ward of
the court and has escaped from any commitment ordered by the court, or who is found
suffedng from any sickness or injury which requires care, medical reatment or hospitalization.
Offrcers taking temporary protective custody wi[ immediately make every reasonable effort to
noti& the person responsible for the juvenile's welfare and inform that person that the juvenile
has been taken into custody and where they are being held.
Offfcers will imrnediately notify the Department of Human Services. DHS will initiate
proceedings for continued temporary custody of the child.
Officers will immediately notify the Child Abuse Hotline when there is reasonable cause to
suspect that a child is the subject of maltreatment.
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JLJVENILE TRAFFIC STOP OR ARREST
Juvenile traffic arrests should be handled in the following manner:

A

Ifnecessary, a report will be completed.

B. The juvenile's parens will be notified if the juvenile is taken into custody.
C. If a cash bond is needed, the officer should allow the youth to make every effort to secure

D.

\1.

funds. If all efform fail and the bond cannot be made, then on the approral of the Shift
Supewisor, an "OR" Bond or citation release will be issued. The juvenile should not be
detained for more than six (6) hours while arranging for bond.
The juvenile's parents will be notified.

OFFICERRESPONSIBILITY

A
B.

The Juvenile Officer is assigned to the Criminal lnvestigation Division and has the primary
responsibility for the investigation ofcases involving juvenile offenders and victims.
All juvenile offrcers will be trained for the specialized function of handling cases involving
juveniles.

C.

The functions of the Juvenile Officer include, but are not limited to, the following:
1. To assist the Department in designing and implementing programs intended to prevent
and control delinquent and criminal behavior by youths;

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

VII.

Follow.up processing ofjuvenile arress;
Coordinating and preparing court cases in which a juvenile offendet is involved;
Provide a liaison between the Police Department and all outside agencies and organizations
sharing a mutual interest in juvenile mattem;
Seek assistance fiom these agencies to review and comment on the Department's current
policies and procedures and solicit their advice and recommendations;
Maintain an uptdate listing of social sewice agencies on the Department's secure serrrr
that provide sewices for area youths that can be provided to parents; or
Assist patrol personnel when requested or called out on juvenile matters.

]LIVENILE RECORDS AND IDENTIFICAIION (10.02)

A

Juvenile records are kept in accordance with State l-aw which,
Requires separation ofjuvenile and adult arrest records;
Provides for the confidentiality and accessibility of records; and
Provides for court ordered expungement of juvenile records.

B.

The Criminal Iruestigation Division will maintain copies of juvenile records in a

1.
2.
3.

separate

secure file.

C.

D.

VIII.

CASE DISPOSITION AND ALTERNATIVES

A

Policy

lnspection and copying of juvenile records mainained by the Pohce Department which relates
to a julrnile who has been arrested or taken into custody before his or her eighteenth (18d)
birthday is only done in compliance with the provisions of Sate law and access to a[ records
will be on a need to know basis only.
lt is the responsibility of the Criminal lrcstigation Division Commander to secure and
control access to the juvenile files.

When considering a course of action to be taken with a juvenile offender, officers should
consider the following factors:
1. Nature of the offense - The character of an incident or conditions surrounding the
juvenile's invohcment;
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Z.

B.

Age of the juvenile - Invohrment may have been precipitated by an older juvenile
influence or other factors;
3. Offtcer's access to parent, guardian, or custdian;
4. Knowledge of previous records may be indicative of the juvenile's aftitude, causing the
officer to be more forceful in altemati\e placement and decisions;
5. Complainany'victim's comments may be aken into account, especially where repetitive
incidens are reported for the first time;
6. Direction receircd by jurcnile authorities.
Police officers dealing with juvenile offenders shall use the least forceful of arailable
altematircs, consistent with preserving public safety, order and indMdual liberty. When taking
a juvenile into custody, police offfcers should select the least restrictive course of action
appropriate to the situation and needs ofthe juvenile from the following altematives,
1. Dirrrt the jurrnile from the courts by release to parent, guardian, or custodian with no
further action.
2. Divert the jwrnile ftom the courts by counseling and release to a parent, guardian or
custodian.
3. Diven the jurtnile from the courts by referral to a community resource such as Family In
Need of Services (FINS).
4. Release the jurrenile to his parents with a citation to appear at the JuvEnile Justice Center.
5. If the Julcnile lntake Offtcer reasonably believes that there is an urgent and immediate
necessity to keep the juvenile in custody, the Jurtnile Intake Officer will order the juvenile
to be delivered to the Jurenile Justice Center.
6. Offrcers will contact the Prosecutor's Ofiice when a jwtnile,
a. Has been invohed in any class "Y felony;
b. Has been involved in any violent act or any crime involving a deadly weapon in the
school; or

?.
tx.

Maybe charged as an adult.
Any otler appropriate action with the consent of the iuvenile and a parent, allowed by law.

SCHOOL RESOURCE OFF1CER PROGRAM
The Jacksonville Police Department will maintain an iaformal school liaison program through its
School Resource Officen (SROs) operating within the school system. In this regard, responsibilities
of the SRO officen shall include, but not limited to, the following:

A
B.
C.
D.
x.

c.

with respect to delinquency prevention;
guidance
on ethical issues in a classroom seftingi
Providing
Providing individual counseling and/or mentoring to students; and
Explaining the law enforcement role in society.

Acting

as a resource

PARTICIPATION IN YOUTH PROGRAMS
This Deparrment encourages employees to voluntarily take an acti'r'e leadership role in community
recreational youth programs. Such involvement benefits the community through the positive
influence €)crted on young cidzens and results in personal satisfaction for employees of the
Department.

*w^l{''ffitr&
Breft C. Hibbs
Chief of Police
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